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We Will Cover...
How the Decennial Census has focused on race and ethnicity in the past

The different race categories used throughout the history of the Census

What might have prompted some of those changes 

How the Decennial Census might handle gender and sexuality questions (probably, decades from now) 

How the changing questions impact our society

Then We Will Consideré.



Some Things to Know
Enumerators wrote the responses until 1960, when they became responsible for transcribing them

Personally identifiable information on the Census is kept confidential for 72 years 

This is why the latest Census that genealogists have access to is the 1940 Census

The 1950 Census will be released sometime during or after April 2022

Warning : There are some terms in this presentation

that are offensive. These were the technical terms

used in the time periods we are discussing .

Also, I am not an expert on gender identity or sexuality or

even the Census. Iõmjust a curious person who had a question

and then read a LOT about it .



1790-1840
The Decennial Census begins in 1790

Asks name of Head of Household

Rest of the household are tick marks

Only free whites until 1820



1850 
All free people were enumerated

Three choices for race: 

Leave blank if White

B if Black

M if Mulatto

Separate census for slaves,

listed by slave owner



1870
Race options expanded to White, Black, Mulatto, Chinese, and Indian

Large community of Chinese immigrants started coming to the U.S. in the 1850s.

Finally get the relationship to the head of household!

1880


